
Casa de Gozo (House of Joy) 

This is just a vision. A vision stirred by the 

love in our hearts for the fatherless and 

motherless; for those who do not have a roof 

over their heads or a family to call their own; 

for the street kids in Bolivia, among other 

places, who sniff glue to cope with life; for 

the children at risk of exploitation and for 

those already exploited—whether it be child 

labor, child trafficking, physical abuse, or oth-

er forms; and even for those children who 

are recruited to exploit other children. This is 

a vision that one day—hopefully soon, we 

can actually do something to help these chil-

dren, to be vessels of protection and refuge 

for them, sharing the love of Christ with 

them, and helping them experience the joy that could only come from knowing Christ. 
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The Need—Street Children 

"Being poor is in itself a health hazard; worse, however, is being urban and poor. Much worse is 

being poor, urban, and a child. But worse of all is being a street child in an urban environment." 

Ximena de la Barra, senior urban advisor, UNICEF (UN Commission on Economic, Social and Cultur-

al Rights, General Comment no. 14, August 2000 - UN doc E/C.12/2000/4) 

There are hundreds of thousands of street 
children in Latin America, but due to the 
transient nature of life on the streets, 
counting exact numbers of street children 
becomes almost impossible. 

These street children include: children liv-
ing on the street with no home at all, chil-
dren spending most of their time on the 
streets, without opportunities for educa-

tion and care; and child workers who spend most of their time working on the street e.g. shoe-
shining in Bolivia or selling tortillas in Guatemala. (Toybox.org) 

These are some shocking statistics about street children in Bolivia: 

There are over 3,700 children living on the streets of major cities such as Cochabamba, La 
Paz and Santa Cruz. (UNICEF) Additionally, UNICEF estimates that 800,000 children work in 
Bolivia. 

75% of street children are 12 years old and older, 25% aged three to 11. 

UNICEF also states 60% of street children left home due to physical violence. 

80% of these children inhale "clefa" [glue] 
and some adolescents are alcoholics. 

More than 100 post-pubescent young wom-
en live in the streets of Cochabamba without 
any sex education or advice.  

Most street children are functionally illiterate 
because they left school. They can read and 
write with difficulty.   

Large segments of the population lack access 
to safe drinking water and adequate sanita-
tion. The flooding of early 2007 has only ex-
acerbated this problem (UNICEF 2011). 

The results of survey of Bolivian street children show that only 7% of children are living on the 
streets as a direct result of poverty. The children stated that they became street youth due to 
physical abuse (40%), parental death (18%), abandonment (16%), mental abuse (13%), and lack of 
financial resources to support them (7%).  (Street Children of Bolivia By John Eggen) 
 
These are some of the statistics. Numbers are helpful to provide a broad picture of the problem, 

but being in Bolivia and seeing it for yourself is another thing. This leads me to share who we are. 

Who We Are 

We are best friends who met while attending Grace Bible Col-

lege. Danae was raised as an MK in Bolivia, and saw the need 

directly. Since attending Grace Bible College, she has volun-

teered her time at Mosoj Yan, which is an existing home for 

girls and young mothers living on the street. Danae has one 

more semester left and is getting a Bachelor’s degree in Inter-

disciplinary Studies, with a focus on Human Services. Rachel 

has been interested in missions for years, so she pursued and 

has graduated with a BS in Intercultural Studies. Her first trip 

overseas was for three months to stay with missionaries in 

Peru. During her second trip, she stayed with Danae’s family in 

Bolivia, and went on to Peru again, for a total of nine months. 

She sensed the need for more people to reach out and help the 

street kids in South America as well. Both have a heart for help-

ing victims of exploitation. Together, we spur one another on. 

We dream of possibilities, and a lot of the time, these become 

reality. Danae has the contacts in Bolivia, as well as excellent 

knowledge of the culture and language. Rachel knows interme-

diate Spanish, has spent over a year in South America, and has 

media and marketing experience. Both have heads full of 

dreams and hearts full of love for these people. 

Our Plan 

We have been brainstorming about this home for awhile. It is good to keep in mind that our long-

term plans may change. That being said, here are some of the immediate goals we have. 

Contact existing non-profits such as Mosoj Yan, Red Viva, or others who could help in the 

planning stages and could even partner with us in the future. 

Look up government licensing and permission needed to start open a home. 

Brainstorm ideas to make the home self-sustaining—which trades to teach the girls, whether 

to operate a hostel, restaurant, café, etc. 

When in Bolivia (Danae and her sister, Aubrey will be there tentatively in February), take foot-

age and photos, visit the property where the home will be, visit existing non-profits and see 

how their homes are structured, contact schools and request future construction help, look 

into close schooling options, etc. 

Rachel will put together media for the home, and make social media sites and websites. 

Brainstorm fundraising. 

We have several other goals, so ask me if you want to know more. It’s exciting to see what God 

makes of this. “The heart of man plans his way, but the LORD establishes his steps” (Prov. 16:9). 

Your Part 

No, we’re not going to ask for funds—yet! We are simply in the planning stages of this home. 

Even at the beginning stages, you can be a HUGE part of the process! There are several ways you 

can help us out right now: 

Prayer—This is definitely the most im-

portant way you can be involved. We need 

all the prayer we can get! Without God’s 

guidance, we might as well stop here. 

Ideas/Advice—Do you have any ideas or 

advice that you could offer us? Do you have 

experience in forming non-profits or serving 

overseas? Let us know! 

Support—If all goes well and we get further 

in this process, would you like to support us 

with your time, talent, or resources? Ask us 

for some of the opportunities. 

Keep in Contact—Update us when your con-

tact info changes. We’ll probably create a 

Facebook page and website soon! 

Our Contact Info: 

Danae: olsondanae@gmail.com 

Rachel: r_kieda@yahoo.com, 

http://rkieda.wordpress.com/ 

* 

*Casa de Gozo is just a temporary name for this project. 
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